More Practice with Gerunds?

Well, there are no gerund phrases in the “Final Practice” sentences (good for you, if you realized that! ( ), and it seems like some extra gerund practice might be welcome.   So, some of the sentences below have a gerund phrase in them; some do not.  They all, however, have at least one word that contains an  –ing suffix.  All these sentences can be diagrammed with the phrase structure rules we’ve discussed.   Feel free to try them out!    I will make answers for these sentences available along with the other practice answers this weekend. ( 

1. In foreign countries, getting good directions can be difficult.
2. Doug’s traveling companions were completely unhelpful.

3. During his early trips, Doug tried reading the local signs.
4. Unfortunately, he was using a phrasebook of questionable quality.
5. His being a nice, polite guest was very endearing.

6. Now, Doug thinks about memorizing the important phrases.
7. Someday, we will find that historic building again and will finish exploring it.  
